Email templates for members
We’ve put together the following templates to make it easier for you to respond to requests or queries that relate to the industrial action.
If you are asked to do a task that is covered by the work to rule
You can use this wording to respond:
‘I am taking part in industrial action and following the union instruction issued by Fórsa. If management considers that an exception is required, the matter should be referred through the agreed derogation process.’
If you are asked to cover for your colleague’s absence
You can use this wording to respond:
‘I am taking part in a work to rule as part of industrial action by Fórsa. The official union instruction clearly directs members not to take on the work of a vacant post, and to work strictly in accordance with my own role and function, therefore I cannot cover the work of my colleague.’
Out of office
You may find it helpful to use an out of office message to explain that you are on industrial action. We have drafted this template which you can adapt as appropriate.
OR
I am taking part in ongoing industrial action, which began on Wednesday 30th September. This may impact the time it takes to respond to your email. For more information visit forsa.ie LINK . National Industrial Action 2026 - Forsa





